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Marjorie Walker was born in 1906, the second of four children of New York industrialist
Randall Oakley Walker and Mabel Condit Walker. Her father’s success in manufacturing
provided the family a grand brick residence in Brooklyn, New York, and a place within New
York’s high society. After graduating from the exclusive Brooklyn Female Academy (now
Packer Collegiate Institute), Marjorie spent six years traveling extensively and attending
studio classes at the Art Students League which has produced influential artists including
Calder, O’Keeffe, Rockwell, and Pollock.
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Marjorie’s father valued life experiences as much as traditional education. Given the choice of
college or extensive touring, Marjorie and her older sister, Jean, chose to travel the
Mediterranean, Europe, and the American West. Fresh out of high school, Marjorie joined
Jean on a nationally publicized, six-week, cross-country tour through Canada, Alaska, and the
western U.S. sponsored by The Brooklyn Daily Eagle newspaper. Their group reached nearcelebrity status with governors and mayors inviting them to dedicate new parks, bridges, and
other attractions along the way.
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Faraway Farm was a 350-acre rural property near Stockbridge, Massachusetts, purchased by Randall
Walker as a family retreat and eventual retirement home. By the mid-1930s, Marjorie and Jean were
living there full time. Jean raised poodles, corgis, and Afghan hounds for national competitions
including the Westminster Dog Show at Madison Square Garden. Marjorie earned a following as an
animal sculptor and portraitist creating intricately detailed figurines of the major breeds and portraits
of award-winning purebreds on the dog show circuit. She also painted the landscapes around the
farm and village.
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After spending the war years at Faraway Farm, the sisters purchased a modern travel trailer and
began traversing the country going to dog shows. The stylish, new Alma Silvermoon trailer came with
all the amenities of home and was perfect for a traveling art studio. At times Marjorie chose to live
in the Alma after her arrival on San Juan Island, parking it just steps away from Jean’s house on False
Bay Road.
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In 1949, more than twenty years after sailing through the San Juan archipelago, Marjorie, Jean,
and Marjorie’s son, Timmie, moved to San Juan Island. Their first home was a windowless log cabin
purchased sight-unseen from an advertisement in the Friday Harbor Journal. Marjorie’s life was
now one of frugality and rustic living. In 1957, Marjorie’s parents purchased land for their
daughters and Timmie on the high-bank shore of False Bay. Here they shared a small house, the
Alma Silvermoon, and an art studio Marjorie named The Little Different Studio.
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During her years on San Juan Island, Marjorie was a Cub Scout leader, local art show exhibitor, and
art teacher. She taught painting, ceramics, and other classes to students young and old. Children
gravitated to her Little Different Studio—the first island art destination to be listed on a local tourist
map. She was happiest making art in the studio looking out over False Bay. Marjorie was diagnosed
with Parkinson’s disease in the late 1980s and was eventually unable to create the art that had
defined her life. She died on July 17, 1992, at the age of 86. Jean passed away in 2001, Timmie in
2002.

“We loved to do everything — and we did.”
“Marjorie Walker to Sell Her Works,”
Jo Bailey-Cummings, The Islands’ Sounder, Nov. 4, 1987

